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New Members  
The Rockhampton Aero Club would like to welcome all the new members since the last newsletter was published: 
 

 Ken Crow  -  Student Member 
 Peter Degens  -  Student Member 
 Andrew Jefferson -  Student Member 
 Toni Richardson -  Student Member 
 Summer Perry  -  Student Member 
 Josh Kapernick  -  Student Member 
 Craig Schofield  -  Student Member 
 Paul Phillips  -  Student Member 

 
 Brian McKendry  -  Pilot Member 
 John Chapman  -  Pilot Member 

 

Achievements 
What have our students and associated pilots been up to since the previous newsletter?  Following is a list of their 
achievements. 
 
Congratulations to everyone who has achieved a milestone along the way. 
 
18-Apr-07 Ben O'Regan Private Pilot Licence 
25-Apr-07 Geoff Smith Banner Towing Endorsement 
26-Apr-07 Anthony McKane First Solo 
16-May-07 Geoff Smith Islander Endorsement 
13-Jul-07 Paul Lancaster Commercial Pilot Licence 
13-Jul-07 Geoff Smith Aerostar Endorsement 
27-Jul-07 Peter Degens First Solo 

 

From the Chief Pilot 
Welcome back to flying.  As per usual for this time of year, flying training has reduced over the June-August period 
and students are starting to come back, mainly due to weather conditions. 
 
We have three instructors working for us at the moment.  Apart from myself, we have our newest instructor Richard 
Burney as well as one of the more experienced pilots in the district Phil Whiteley.  We also have Dave Horn and 
Dave Tempest working casually as charter pilots with three other pilots on standby if demand requires them.  
Between us, we manage to meet almost every flight request made of us and have kept everybody happy to date. 
 
For all pilots who are currently training towards, and those that have previously obtained a licence, we are just 
leaving Winter which means this is the best weather you will see for flying until this time next year.  Winds are 
gentle, there is rarely a cloud in the sky and the temperature is ideal for comfortable scenic or training flights.  If you 
have been thinking about flying this year I would advise you to do it soon. 
 
Some unfortunate news for our members is that the hire price for RZN and RXJ, the Cessna 150s, has to increase.  
This will become effective as of the end of August.  We always try to keep our prices as low as we can so more 
people are able to fly, however with increases in fuel and oil prices, as well as maintenance costs and airways 
charges, we must keep reviewing what we are charging you. 
 
The Aero Club has lots of interesting things happening over the remainder of the year, several of which are outlined 
by the President in his report however a few of these are as follows. 
 
PPL Theory Courses: 
As always, we are getting a lot of interest from students who would like to do theory courses for the private pilot 
licence theory exam.  In the past we have only been able to put one course together as it is difficult to create a 
timetable for which everyone can be available. 
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From the Chief Pilot, continued.  
 
If you are interested in attending a course, please register your interest with me on my mobile, work phone or 
email, and as soon as it is possible to create a course, one will be organized. 
 
Aero Coffee Club – Every Sunday at 10.00am 
CASA Safety Barbeque – Tuesday 4th September 
Angel Flight Charity Night – Friday 7th September 
Aero Club Open Day – Sunday 16th September 
These topics are discussed later in this newsletter. 
 
Geoff Smith 
Chief Pilot 
 

From the President’s Desk 
Halfway through winter and I must say I have felt the cold weather more than I have in previous years, but all will 
agree this is the best time of the year to go flying and with the ideal conditions for aviators we should all make the 
most of it. So call at the club and make you bookings while the conditions are so good. 
 
Our near new CFI/CP Geoff Smith has been very busy updating our ops manual and inducting our new Flying 
Instructor into the club. We are also getting closer to establishing Flight Training Centres in Bundaberg and 
Emerald.  
 
I would like to welcome our new Flying Instructor, Richard Burney, who hails from Wellington in New Zealand and I 
would like all members to come to the club and meet him at a Friday night BBQ. Richard is still settling in and 
getting used to our ways and our weather, a slight change to Wellington. Richard is almost a Grade II Instructor and 
he should achieve this rating with Geoff’s’ assistance early in September. 
 
Important dates to list in your calendar:   
 
Friday night 7 September we are hoping for a large attendance at the Angel Flight Charity Night. Aero Club 
member and lady Air Traffic Controller, Sally Drury has done a mountain of…  
work for this fund raising event. We will also have the founder of Angel Flight in Australia, Bill Bistrow arriving for 
the night in his almost new PC12.  Apart from raising money through auctions and raffles, with additional 
entertainment it will be a once in a life time chance to see what our CFI/CP looks like minus his hair and I believe 
Captain Greybeard (Dave Tempest) is also fronting up as well (don’t know if he is loosing hair and beard) all club 
members should back them with a donation for their bravery. So please come along and support such a worthy 
cause. 
 
A number of Aero Club members have been to the Oshkosh Air Show in the USA, these include Dr Laurie 
Georgeson and sons, Garth Barnes and family, Jim Brooks, and not forgetting long time aero club member and 
pilot John Benson.  I hope they have really enjoyed themselves and on their return have stories to tell and pictures 
for us to view. 
 
Happy and safe flying 
 
Graham Dooley 
President 
 

Tower Tattle 
I was getting all excited when I found a works plan from the RCC indicating that MAGS, (Movement Area Guidance 
Signs to those who don’t know) were going to be installed at Rocky. No more blundering around trying to find 
where Taxiway Golf or its ilk was. My euphoria was short lived when on further delving into the document I 
discovered that the Guidance signs were only for Taxiways Alpha, Bravo and Juliet!! Very rarely visited by GA 
unless on a cooks tour to get to depart off Runway 33 without backtracking. Still one lives in hope that one 
day….um ..maybe …Nah!!! 
 
Anybody going to what is defined in Aero Club documents as the “Eastern Training Area” please radio for 
“outbound details” not “local details” as the only training area recognized by the Controllers is D706, known locally 
as The Training Area or the Western Training Area. It means a lot to us GITT’s (Guys In The Tower) particularly if 
busy as we start out filling in a pink strip then having to ditch that and commence filling out a blue strip instead, 
might not sound much to you but it sure irritates us. It is potentially hazardous as this little story relates. Recently a 
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pilot called with details which I heard as for the “training area”, the aircraft was processed for a departure from Rwy 
33, cleared for take off with a left turn and was seen to become airborne make a right turn and called tracking to the 
eastern training area. There was no other traffic in conflict and pilot was re-cleared outbound via the northern tip 
and everything was hunky dory, BUT it could have been a different story…. 
 
Any student, or club member for that matter, who would like to have a look around the Tower please either arrange 
it through any of the instructors, myself or the duty tower staff because we do like to show off, I mean, show you 
how we operate and why we don’t always call you back (particularly on weekends when there may only be one 
controller on duty and the loo is one floor down!) or give you what you request, mainly for separation requirements 
not just perverseness. Please come around some time, the admission fee is a packet of biscuits but we supply the 
tea or coffee!!  
 
Cheers,  
Dave Tempest (Greybeard) 
Club Captain / Air Traffic Controller 
 

CASA Barbeque 
CASA are shouting all pilots a BBQ at the Aero Club 
following a Briefing on topics that were selected by Geoff 
Smith.  The topics for the night are: 

�  VFR flight into IMC, and 
�  Operations in and around Controlled Airspace 

 
These topics are particularly important as many Private 
Pilots find themselves confused with airspace and the 
requirements imposed on them when flying near it.  Also, 
who can honestly say they have never flown with the 
weather deteriorating and wondered what would have 
happened if they had continued? 
 
The barbeque is set to commence at 6.00pm on Tuesday 4th 
September 2007 so cancel what appointments you have and 
bring along a few friends.  You will need to RSVP to Geoff 
Smith on 0427224596 or email 
geoff@rockhamptonaeroclub.org.au  so he can organize 
the food for the barbeque. 
 

Aero Club Open Day 
Once again, the Rockhampton Aero Club is having an open 
day.  This event is scheduled for Sunday September 16th 
2007 started at 9.00am.  On the day, three free Scenic 
Flights will be given away.  There will also be a static display 
of a Mig15, Hawker Hunter and Citation Jet. 
 
For the duration of the day, Trial Instructional Flights will be 
run at a reduced rate of $50, and Scenic Flights will also be 
reduced to be run at $30 per person with 3 people per flight. 
 
In the days leading up to the Open Day, you will see the 
Aero Club 172 (VH-OZY) flying over Rockhampton towing a 
banner.  These flights are dependent on weather but 
hopefully will be around 5.00pm so everyone can see them. 
 
If you have any interest in flying or even just seeing a vast 
array of aircraft up close, everyone is most welcome to come 
along. 
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Aero Coffee Club 
A new weekly social event has begun at the Aero Club - the Aero Coffee Club.  
Each Sunday at 10.00am, members are invited to come out to the club to meet other members over a coffee or tea. 
Hope to see you there. 
 

Aero Club Annual General Meeting 
Many dates have been discussed in the past for the AGM this year however the final date that has been decided is 
Tuesday 25th September.  Please note this date on your calendar. 
 
Apart form discussions over the operations of the club, past present and future, there will also be 
election/reelections of committee members. 
 

Comical Yarn  
This is a chance for the public to be involved in the administration of the Aero Club, by sharing your opinions on 
current operations, events and possible future changes.  Several committee members will be up for nomination for 
re-election or replacement as well. 
 
Well folks, time, as the old saying goes, waits for no one.  Its time for another news letter, bring you some sad news 
& I hope good news as well. 
 
We recently lost Mr Paul Fynn, to me, a friend, a customer and a one time fellow committee member.  Paul was 
one of our local LAME’S and operated in this field for many years.  Our feelings go out to Paul’s wide and son in 
this time of loss. 
 
I also wish Laurie Georgeson a speedy recovery after falling ill on his Oshkosh trip.  Laurie had some Pace Maker 
problems while in America, we hope all will be well soon and on his way home. 
 
Other articles in this newsletter will tell you of new happenings in the near future and we hope you can be part of 
them. 
 
To lighten things up a little I must tell you about the four guys going fishing: 

The first guy said:  “You have no idea what I had to promise so I could come out fishing today.  I had 
to promise to paint every room in the house next weekend.” 

The second guy said: “That’s nothing; I had to promise a new deck at the poolside.” 
The third guy said: “Hey you got it easy! I had to promise a remodeled kitchen.” 
The fourth guy said nothing until he was prompted and his reply was: 
 “I just set my alarm for 5.30.  When it went off I turned it off, gave my wife a nudge 

and said “Fishing or Sex” and she said “Wear a Sweater”. 
 
(In reference to the last newsletter) Now I don’t know whether SEX or FISHING is good for you.  I can only speak 
for myself.  You have to contact the Doc for further information, but I do agree with him on his smoking opinion, 
especially during sex.  Thank you for reading this far. 
 
Enjoy the Sunsets. 
The twilighter. 
 

Useless Facts 
Here are two interesting questions for you.  The answers are on the last 
page of this newsletter. 
 
A: Which is longer, the wingspan of a Boeing  

747 or the first flight by the Wright Brothers? 
B: Who invented the parachute? 
 
Here’s another two questions for you to ponder.  These ones don’t have answers. 
 

 If a turtle doesn't have a shell, is he homeless or naked? 
 What was the best thing before sliced bread? 
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Feedback 
If you would like something put in the newsletter or would like to comment on any of its content, 
please feel free to email the Aero Club at admin@rockhamptonaerclub.org.au 
 

Useless Answers 
A: The wingspan of a Boeing 747 is longer than the first flight by the Wright Brothers.  The 747 is 64.4m wide 

and the Wright Brothers first flight was 33.6m.  They went on to complete two more flights which were 53m 
and 61m. 

B: Leonardo da Vinci in 1515. 
 
 

Safe and Happy Flying  


